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Media Statement

DEC issues pollution prevention notice

The Department of Environment and Conservation has served a Section 73A
Prevention Notice on the Esperance Port Authority to prevent it receiving and shipping
lead carbonate.

DEC Deputy Director General Kim Taylor said the notice was issued today under the
Environmental Protection Act 1986.

“The service of the Section 73A notice means that the movement of lead through the
port can only recommence if DEC decides it is safe to do so,” he said.

“While the port voluntarily stopped its shipments of lead carbonate Monday, DEC has
decided to take preventative measures while this matter is being investigated.

DEC will also be reviewing the port’s licence and facilities in conjunction with the
Esperance Port Authority.

DEC investigation and sampling teams are in Esperance this week to carry out further
investigations on the bird deaths to determine any potential causes of death of these
birds.

There have been 187 bird deaths reported in the town site over the past week — the
birds most affected were purple-crowned lorikeets. The birds were found in the same
areas as the first bird deaths in December and January.
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Further information

Q. What is a Section 73A notice?
A. Itis a provision of the Environmental Protection Act aimed at preventing pollution by requiring
the port to prevent, control or abate pollution.

Q. How long is it in place for?
A. There is no fixed time frame and the notice will remain in place until DEC decides it is no
longer required.

Q. When will the results from the environmental samples being taken this week be
available?

A. It will take a few days to collect all of the samples, testing can then take a few days or a few
weeks depending on the complexity of the tests being performed.



